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Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  (browse  by  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #06MANAGUA1523. 
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Classified  By:  Ambassador  Paul  A.  Trivelli.  Reasons  1.4  (B,D). 

11_1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  On  June  27,  Assistant  Secretary  Shannon  met 

with  Herty  Lewites,  Sandinista  dissident  and  presidential 
candidate  for  the  Sandinista  Renewal  Movement  (MRS).  Lewites 
voiced  concern  about  the  election  process,  the  lack  of  MRS 
poll  watchers  and  continuing  problems  with  national/voter  ID 
cards,  especially  among  the  youth.  Lewites  said  the  National 
Assembly  elections  were  more  important  than  the  presidential 
race  and  would  be  easier  to  manipulate.  The  MRS  was  focusing 
attention  on  the  deputy  races,  but  Lewites  admitted  that  a 
lack  of  funding  was  hampering  the  campaign.  Lewites 
reiterated  his  support  for  CAFTA  as  well  as  his  desire  to 
maintain  cordial,  constructive,  and  cooperative  relations 
with  the  United  States.  END  SUMMARY. 

APPEALING  TO  YOUNGER  VOTERS 


T2 . (SBU)  MRS  deputy  candidate  Manuel  Ignacio  Lacayo  said  a 
large  percentage  of  the  Nicaraguan  population  is  under  18 
years  of  age  and  has  no  memory  of  the  Sandinista  era.  He 
claimed  that  the  FSLN  is  actively  pursuing  the  youth  vote 
with  success.  Lewites'  advisor/deputy  candidate  Victor  Hugo 
Tinoco  said  the  MRS  also  maintains  a large  group  of 
sympathizers  among  Nicaraguan  youth  and  that  most  have  no 
party  affiliation.  He  believed  Lewites'  charisma  would 
attract  their  support,  but  said  the  MRS  needed  to  make  its 
message  clear  — voting  for  the  MRS  was  not  just  an 
anti-Ortega  vote,  but  a pro-Nicaragua,  pro-democracy  vote. 
Lewites  said  his  party  was  trying  to  gear  their  message  to 
youth  and  show  that  the  MRS  was  a viable  alternative  to  the 
Frente.  Their  core  message  is  that  the  MRS  is  a viable 
alternative  within  Sandinismo  to  the  Frente. 

11_3 . (SBU)  Lewites  and  his  advisors  also  reviewed  their 
concerns  about  the  CSE  — they  believe  that  most  young  people 
of  voting  age  did  not  have  cedulas.  According  to  Lewites' 
advisor/deputy  candidate  Luis  Carrion,  80  percent  of 
Nicaraguans  without  national  identity  cards  are  under  25.  He 
said  the  Consejo  Supremo  Electoral  (CSE)  was  "just  not 
interested  in  getting  them  cedulas." 

FOCUS  ON  THE  DEPUTIES 


t_4 . (C)  Lewites  said  the  "real  fight"  in  the  upcoming 

election  would  be  for  control  of  the  National  Assembly.  A 
former  Peace  Corps  volunteer  was  helping  MRS  with  the 


campaign  and  had  conducted  initial  polls  that  indicated  that 
Lewites  could  expect  to  garner  27  to  29  percent  of  the  vote. 
Given  those  results,  Lewites  said  the  party  would  focus  on 
the  deputy  races  and  on  keeping  Daniel  Ortega  from  gaining  in 
the  polls. 

1[5 . (C)  Lewites  told  A/S  Shannon  that  one  of  the  challenges 

in  the  Assembly  race  was  that  Nicaraguans  traditionally  voted 
along  party  lines.  Still,  there  were  indications  that  this 
trend  could  shift  in  this  election.  He  said  reaffirmed  that 
if  either  he  or  Montealegre  won,  they  would  work  together  to 
gain  a majority  of  deputies  in  the  National  Assembly. 

1I_6 . (C)  Lewites  said  corruption  was  another  challenge.  He 

expressed  concern  that  the  vote  count  for  the  deputy  races 
would  take  much  longer  than  the  Presidential  tally  and  that 
it  would  be  easier  to  manipulate  the  results.  He  speculated 
that  a number  of  challenges  ( " impugnaciones " ) could  change 
the  results  in  the  departments.  His  advisors  echoed  his 
concerns  and  spoke  about  the  need  to  instill  an  awareness  in 
the  deputies  elected  that  they  must  serve  Nicaragua  and  their 
community . 

BUT  NOT  WITHOUT  FUNDS 


1[7 . (C)  Lewites'  advisors  and  deputy  candidates  voiced 

concern  over  their  lack  of  campaign  funding  and  the  limits  it 
imposed  on  their  ability  to  reach  potential  voters.  Lacayo 
said  Nicaraguan  financiers  were  hedging  their  bets  between 
the  PLC  and  FSLN,  leaving  the  MRS  at  a disadvantage. 

RELATIONS  WITH  THE  U.S. 


11_8 . (C)  A/S  Shannon  said  the  U.S.  did  not  have  an  election 

favorite,  and  would  support  democratic  candidates  who  desire 
responsible  government  and  constructive  relations  with  the 
United  States.  He  told  Lewites  that  the  U.S.  had  to  act  with 
caution  and  to  clearly  underline  its  support  for  the 
Nicaraguan  people. 

1I_9 . (C)  Lewites  asked  Shannon  what  the  U.S.  planned  in 

Nicaragua  for  the  run-up  to  the  election.  Shannon  replied 
that  the  U.S.  wanted  to  encourage  people  to  vote,  and 
stressed  that  the  process  and  the  commitment  to  democracy 
were  key,  rather  than  a party's  political  ideology. 

11_10.  (C)  Lewites  concluded  by  saying  that  any  political 

visitor  to  Nicaragua  from  the  United  States  would  make  news, 
but  cautioned  that  such  visits  did  not  always  resonate  with 
the  people.  He  urged  the  U.S.  to  maintain  contact  with  the 
MRS  on  strategy,  reiterated  his  interest  in  maintaining  good 
relations  with  the  U.S.,  and  stressed  his  commitment  to 
continue  his  "all  out  war"  against  Daniel  Ortega. 

NOTE 


11.11.  (SBU)  Lewites  died  suddenly  of  a heart  attack  on  July  2 
(Reftel).  Two  days  following  his  unexpected  death  the  MRS 
proposed  on  July  4 that  vice  presidential  candidate  Edmundo 
Jarquin  ascend  to  the  presidential  slot  and  invited  popular 
revolutionary  singer/songwriter  Carlos  Mejia  Godoy  to  accept 
the  vice  presidential  candidacy. 

11.12.  (U)  Participants: 

Nicaragua : 

Herty  Lewites 
Victor  Hugo  Tinoco 
Luis  Carrion 
Manuel  Ignacio  Lacayo 
William  Tesel 
Israel  Lewites 


U.S.  : 


Assistant  Secretary  Tom  Shannon 

Senior  Advisor  for  Public  Diplomacy  Maria  Tamburri 

Ambassador  Paul  Trivelli 

DCM  Peter  Brennan 

Polcouns  Victoria  Alvarado 

Poloff  Nicole  Chulick  (notetaker) 

This  cable  was  cleared  by  A/S  Shannon. 
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